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behalf of the French monarchy, while she further promised him the sum of 2,000,000 roubles for |)(H immediate needs.1 She, too, sung loudly the praises of the man wluim .she htul sworn to ruin. The cause of this new-born enthusiasm will appear in due course.
From ilm Swedish point of view much might be said for the action of Gustavus. He had rid himself and his land from the irksome tutelage of Russia; he came out of the war with no loss of territory, the first Kusso-Swcdish war of the century of which this cnn be said; his martial energy had Inspirited hlrt people; and he hud overthrown a corrupt and unpatriotic aristocracy. Hut, from the standpoint which he took up at the outset of the war, his conduct had proved him a shifty ally, who merited the suspicion of his former comrades, Nevertheless he hnd played no small part in checking the subversive schemes of Catharine and Joseph. Thanks to him the Moslems maintained a struggle which gave time for the army of Prussia and the diplomacy of Pitt to exert Ihumuclvc.s with effect. Had he atood by hi.s promises, the. Triple Alliance would probably have brought Russia to terms favourable to the Interests both of Turkey and of Poland.
Kvcn as iriitUers .stood at tin; end of that year of turmoil, 1790, I'itt wight reflect, with Kuwelhiug of pride thai his efforts hud decisively made for peace and stability. He it wiw who had been mainly instrumental in saving Sweden from ruin, the Ilapsburg States from partition, and Prussia from Horuherg's policy of exchange niul adventure. Moreover, at that same time British policy won another success at a point which has always been doomed essential to the maintenance of equilibrium in Europe.
The recovery of hi« authority In the IJelglc provinces lay near the heart of Leopold II. His letters and those of KaunlU show that he consented to patch mutters up at Ueichenbach largely in order that lie might be free to subdue JJrabant and Flanders, True, hu admitted the mediation of the Triple Alliance in those affairs; but his missive to Catharine shows that he acquiesced in thai, convention only In order to prevent the disruption of his dominions, and that he hoped to evade some at least of Us provisions by means of tin " eternal alliance" with Knflsln. As will appear in a later chapter, fidelity to
1 " I-'. O.," Sweden, 11.  I.iainn lo 1-ectlH, 33«I November 1790.s, I7th and 24th August, 3rd, 7th, and loth September. a Ibid.  Ltston to Leeds, 2jrd November; Dembinski, i, 84.M. Add. MSS., 34433).dorff. (See also Hertzberg's " Recueil," iii, 76-8.)rawn uji pn Ulh M«y wtiK cucioualy uliuilar (ace Demblnvki, i, 3«3, y»s).i re fill
